DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
441 G STREET, NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20314-1000

CECW-P APR 2 5 2019

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: Revised Implementation Guidance for Section 1168 of the Water
Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 2018, Disposition of Projects

1. The Assistant Secretary of the Army, Civil Works approved on 18 April 2019 Section
1168 of WRDA 2018. The attached implementation guidance is posted for internal and
external use on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers official WRDA website:
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Project-Planning/Legislative-Links/.

2. Please ensure wide dissemination of this guidance. Questions regarding this
implementation guidance should be directed to the Headquarters POC, Ada Benavides,
Senior Policy Advisor, Planning and Policy Division, at (202) 761-0415 or

ada.benavides@usace.army.mil.

JAMES C. DALTON, P.E.
Director of Civil Works
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
CIVIL WORKS
108 ARMY PENTAGON

WASHINGTON DC 20310-0108

APR 18 2019

MEMORANDUM FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF
ENGINEERS

SUBJECT: Implementation Guidance for Section 1168 of the Water Resources and
Development Act of 2018, Disposition of Projects

1. Reference.
a. Memorandum, Subject: Interim Guidance on the Conduct of Disposition Studies,

22 August 2016.

b. Engineer Regulation 1105-2-100, Planning Guidance Notebook, dated 22 April
2000.

c. ER 200-2-2, Procedures for Implementing NEPA, dated 4 March 1988.
d. ER 1165-2-119, Modifications to Completed Projects, dated 20 September 1982.

2. Section 1168 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2018 (WRDA 2018)
directs the Secretary, in carrying out a disposition study for a U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (Corps) project or a separable element of such a project, to consider
modifications that would improve the overall quality of the environment in the public
interest, including removal of the project or separable element of a project. Section
1168(b) directs the Secretary to conduct the study in a transparent manner. Section
1168(c) endorses removal of a project or separable element of a project in partnership
with other federal agencies and non-Federal entities, to the extent permitted under
existing authorities, when the Secretary determines that a Federal interest no longer
exists and recommends removal. Section 1168 of WRDA 2018 and reference 1a are
enclosed.

3. Section 1168(a) directs the Secretary to consider modifications that would improve
the overall quality of the environment in the public interest, including removal of the
project or separable element of a project, when conducting a disposition study. When
modification of a project or removal of project features and improvements is likely to be
more costly than continued operation and maintenance but may be justified based on
ecosystem restoration benefits, the Corps will continue to follow existing guidance in
reference 1a. That guidance allows modifications to projects, including removal of












